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room, King and priest appeared to be searching the
Bible for passages to be used for some new form or
office; but after he retired they returned to the dis-
cussion of matters of State. Though Mile, de La
Fayette had retired to the convent, her influence
over the King had not ceased. He was allowed to
visit her at the convent; they held long conversa-
tions and mingled their tears through the wicket
which divided her from the world, and she still en-
deavoured to turn the King from his impious wars
and his cruel minister.

The task of inducing Louis to change the policy
which he had adopted at Richelieu's dictation was
not an easy one, and the Cardinal was able to baffle
his enemies. He discovered that Father jCjyyLSSJln,
under cover of thejDDafss^fitti                    to over-

throw his power, and the conduct oT^^cc^iTfissor
seemed"'criminal to the^.minJwKo^HnBeen his pro-
tectorf TTTt was, "Richelieu writes, "the blackest
and most damnable malice that ever entered into the
rnind of a monk." But the Cardinal could control
the King's scrupulous and wavering mind, and he
now proved by the opinions of theologians that the
alliances with the Protestants were in conformity
with God's law. He asked Louis if he expected to
govern his kingdom by the counsels of a novice of
the Visitation, and of an ignorant and credulous
priest, and the King, on this, as on many other
occasions, yielded to the force of his minister's
arguments. Father Caussin wais dismissed and sent
to Brittany, where "fie occli|SeCT-*his-t-im-e4lf "bewailing
his lot and bemoaning his disgrace. His place "wased had but six
